Surgical complications in patients with head and neck cancer receiving chemotherapy.
We evaluated postoperative complications in a randomized series of patients with head and neck cancer who received preoperative chemotherapy. Forty-two patients with advanced squamous carcinoma of the head and neck were randomized to receive either high-dose methotrexate with leucovorin calcium rescue (23 patients) or no chemotherapy (19 patients) prior to definitive conventional treatment. The two groups of patients were balanced by sex, disease site, stage, histologic grade, and prior therapy. Sixteen of the 23 patients receiving preoperative chemotherapy had postoperative complications, whereas only eight of 19 patients not receiving chemotherapy had postoperative complications. Surgical complications included wound infections, orocutaneous fistulas, and flap necrosis.